ST. JOHN’S GREEN PRIMARY
HANDWRITING POLICY
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At St John’s Green Primary School, we believe that fluent, legible handwriting is essential for effective communication and supports pupils in achieving across the curriculum. Handwriting is a key element of transcription skills and is taught alongside spelling as part of our ‘Road to Writing’ approach. When handwriting becomes automatic, children are able to focus more fully on composition and the quality of their writing. Our teaching is supported by the Letter-join programme, which ensures a clear, consistent and progressive approach across the school. 

INTENT
 Our aims are to ensure that all pupils: 

• Develop a fluent, legible and efficient handwriting style
• Form letters correctly and consistently
• Understand and apply joins appropriately
• Write with increasing speed and stamina
• Take pride in the presentation of their work

 IMPLEMENTATION 
 Handwriting is taught using the Letter-join scheme, which provides: 

• A clear progression from early mark-making to fluent joined writing
 • Consistent modelling of letter formation and joins 
• Structured practice opportunities
 • Digital and visual resources to support teaching
 
Handwriting is taught both:
 • Discretely through short, focused sessions
 • As part of everyday writing across the curriculum

Progression
 
EYFS
 • Development of fine motor control through play and mark-making
 • Introduction to correct letter formation linked to phonics
 • Use of gross and fine motor activities to support writing readiness 
Key Stage 1
 • Correct formation of all lower-case and capital letters 
• Development of consistent size and orientation
 • Introduction to simple joins when appropriate

 Key Stage 2
 • Secure use of cursive handwriting and joins 
• Increased fluency, speed and stamina
 • Development of a clear, personal handwriting style 

Teaching Principles (EEF-informed)

 Our approach reflects key evidence-informed principles:

• Explicit modelling of handwriting by adults • Regular, short practice sessions to build automaticity
• Opportunities for repetition and overlearning
• Immediate feedback to correct misconceptions
• Ensuring handwriting does not place unnecessary cognitive load during composition

Handwriting within Road to Writing

 Handwriting expectations are carefully aligned to the writing process:

 Immersion and Build-Up 

• Focus on modelling and exposure to high-quality presentation

 Planning and Drafting
 
• Emphasis on fluency rather than perfection
• Handwriting should not inhibit idea generation

 Editing
 
• Opportunity to improve presentation where appropriate Publishing (Top Copy) 
• High expectations for neatness and consistency
• Children are expected to present their best handwriting 

Presentation Expectations

 Across the school, children are taught to: 

• Sit correctly with good posture
• Hold a pencil comfortably and correctly
• Write on the line with appropriate letter size and spacing
• Use consistent joins (where developmentally appropriate)
• Take care with layout and presentation
 Teachers model these expectations consistently. 



Inclusion and Adaptive Teaching 
All pupils are supported to develop handwriting through:
 • Scaffolded teaching and modelling
 • Additional fine motor support where needed
 • Use of appropriate resources (e.g. pencil grips, wider lines)
 • Adaptations for pupils with SEND
 The aim is for all children to access the curriculum successfully, with appropriate support in place. 

FEEDBACK AND ASSESSMENT
 Handwriting is addressed in line with the school’s Feedback Policy. 
 Feedback Principles
 • Feedback is immediate, clear and manageable
 • Focus is on key aspects such as formation, size and consistency
 • Children are supported to improve through practice 

In Practice 
• Teachers model correct formation and joins regularly 
• Children may be asked to: – Practise specific letters or joins – Rewrite a short section of work to improve presentation 
• Expectations are adapted according to age and ability Feedback focuses on improvement rather than volume. 

Assessment Handwriting is assessed through: 
• Ongoing observation
• Book looks focusing on presentation
• Application within independent writing

 Assessment informs targeted teaching and support.

 IMPACT 

The impact of this policy will be seen in:

 • Fluent and legible handwriting across the curriculum
 • Increased writing stamina
 • Improved presentation and pride in work
 • Greater ability to focus on composition rather than transcription

MONITORING AND REVIEW 
Handwriting is monitored through: 
• Book scrutiny 
• Lesson observations and learning walks
 • Pupil voice
 The English Lead/S will ensure consistency in the use of Letter-join and alignment with Road to Writing expectations. 
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