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Spelling Policy
At St John’s Green Primary School, we believe that the ability to spell accurately is a key component of effective writing. Through our Road to Writing approach, we aim to ensure that pupils develop both automaticity in spelling and a secure understanding of spelling patterns, enabling them to write fluently and with confidence.
Our spelling curriculum is informed by the principles of the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), particularly:
· The importance of explicit instruction
· Regular opportunities for practice and retrieval https://stjohnsgreen.sharepoint.com/sites/Planning/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc={493E79A7-0D4A-4E09-A78A-0691AE548306}&file=INSET 2025 %281%29 %281%29 %281%29.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1 
· The use of feedback to strengthen learning and memory
Spelling is taught systematically through the Twinkl Spelling Scheme, which provides clear progression, consistency and coverage aligned to the National Curriculum.
Structure and Approach
· Spelling is taught discretely using the Twinkl Spelling scheme from Year 2 ( Twinkl Phonics is used  before Year 2) onwards.
· In EYFS and Year 1, spelling develops through:
· Systematic phonics teaching
· Oral blending and segmenting
· Early mark-making and writing
· Spelling is also embedded across the curriculum through:
· Writing opportunities within Road to Writing units
· Cross-curricular application
· Daily classroom routines
Teaching Principles (EEF-informed)
Spelling teaching follows key evidence-informed approaches:
· Explicit teaching of rules and patterns
Children are taught spelling rules, conventions and morphological patterns clearly and directly.
· Regular retrieval practice
Children revisit previously taught spelling patterns regularly to support long-term retention
· Opportunities for overlearning and rehearsal
Children practise spellings in a range of meaningful contexts.
· Linking spelling to phonics and morphology
Teaching draws attention to:
· Phonemes and graphemes
· Root words, prefixes and suffixes
· Moderate cognitive load
Spelling expectations are matched to the stage of writing within the Road to Writing process.
The Role of Twinkl Spelling Scheme
The Twinkl scheme supports consistency and progression by providing:
· Weekly spelling units matched to National Curriculum expectations
· Structured lesson sequences (teach → practise → apply → assess)
· Opportunities for both explicit teaching and independent application
Teachers adapt the scheme through adaptive teaching, ensuring all pupils access the same core learning with appropriate support or challenge


Spelling within Road to Writing
Spelling is carefully aligned with the stages of the Road to Writing:
	Stage of Writing
	Spelling Expectations

	Immersion / Build-up
	Focus on exposure to vocabulary and spelling patterns through reading, speaking and modelling

	Planning & Drafting
	Children apply taught spelling patterns independently; risk-taking encouraged

	Editing
	Children check spellings using taught strategies (word banks, displays, dictionaries)

	Publishing (Top Copy)
	Higher expectations for accuracy, particularly for statutory spellings and previously taught patterns


This ensures spelling development does not inhibit writing fluency in early stages, but is prioritised during editing and publishing.
Practice and Application
Children are given regular opportunities to:
· Practise spelling through short, focused activities
· Apply spellings within their writing
· Use strategies such as:
· Segmenting
· Mnemonics
· Analogy (linking to known words)
Spelling lists are purposeful and linked to taught rules rather than rote memorisation.
Inclusion and Adaptive Teaching
All pupils are entitled to access age-related spelling expectations.
Teachers support pupils through:
· Carefully scaffolded instruction
· Pre-teaching key spellings where necessary
· Additional repetition and overlearning
· Use of visual prompts and word banks
This reflects our whole-school commitment to adaptive learning, ensuring all children achieve success
Feedback and Assessment
Spelling is assessed and responded to in line with our school’s Feedback Policy. 
· Feedback is purposeful and manageable, supporting progress without increasing workload unnecessarily
· Errors linked to taught spelling patterns are prioritised
· Feedback is focused on improving future writing (feed-forward)



In Practice
· Key spelling errors may be:
· Highlighted or underlined
· Corrected by the child using purple pen editing
· Children are expected to:
· Correct spellings where appropriate – usually 3 errors to be written out/practiced below the work.
· Reapply learning in subsequent writing
· Not all spelling mistakes are corrected—teachers focus on:
· Common exception words
· Statutory spellings
· Recently taught patterns
Assessment
Spelling is assessed through:
· Ongoing formative assessment within writing
· Weekly or periodic spelling checks
· Termly review of spelling application in independent writing
Teachers use assessment to:
· Identify misconceptions
· Adapt future teaching
· Inform intervention where required
The impact of this approach will be seen in:
· Increased accuracy in spelling across the curriculum
· Improved independence in editing and proofreading
· Greater fluency in writing
· Strong retention of spelling patterns over time
Monitoring and Review
Spelling is monitored through:
· Book looks (including Road to Writing outcomes)
· Learning walks and lesson observations
· Pupil voice
· Assessment data
Subject leaders ensure alignment between:
· Twinkl scheme delivery
· Feedback policy
· Writing outcomes
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